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PREFACE. 


"HE Writer of the following pages is one of the 
numerous claſs of Engliſhmen, who from the 


very firſt diſapproved of the French Revolution. He 
diſliked the deceitful metaphyſical principles of licen- 
ciouſneſs by which it was effected, becauſe he thought 
them big with the deſtruction of the beſt ſocial ties, 
and by no means equally ſo of the worſt, 


The Actors appeared full grown athletics in ambi- 
tion, but deficient in ſound thinking, and extremely 
ignorant of the nature of man. He cannot conceive 
it was ever intended notwithſtanding it has been ſo 
often avowed in theory, that the people ſhould actually 
govern themselves, in France.—He is of opinion that 
there never was a ſtate in which the multitude go- 
verned, nay he thinks it in the preſent ſtate of human 
nature, an abſolute impoſſibility, except in the ſenſe 
that will by and by be explained. It is the happy _ 
appointment of providence, that ignorance and vice 


ii. 

cannot long over- rule wiſdom and virtue. Artful and 
wicked men have frequently in the courſe of hereditary 
ſucceſſion tyranniſed for à time over their fellow crea- 
tures, and men of the ſame deſcription, have ſometimes 

governed by means of the multitude, but the mullitude 
| were certainly then as much miſpoverned, as they are 
governed under the moſt regular eſtabliſhment. The 
mock majeſty of the people has generally been cxalt- 
ed only to be made a puppet of.—Some light has been 
thrown upon this ſubject, by the melancholy experi- 
ment which has recently been ſo raſhly tried ia France. 
Who will now deny that the multitude were raiſed | 
into action, by an artful and powerful faction ? that 
they have by faction been miſled all through, and by 
it are ſunk into their preſent moſt abject ſlavery ? 
There can be no doubt but the general good of the 
of the people, ought as far as it is conſiſtent with the 


peace of the world at large, to be univerſal y the object 
of every government. 


Perhaps the moſt popular government that can exiſt 
for any length of duration; and the beſt is ht, where a 
repreſentative ariſtocracy of talents, and vir/ue originating 
from christian principles, conduct themſelves upon all ar- 
duous occaſions, by the general opinion of the thinking 
part of the community, peaceably collect ed through the 
medium of the preſs; and in ſome inſtances, when 
the artifices of a faction have rendered the voice of 
that public organ indiſtinct, and dubious, by public 
meetings. A deficiency of virtue would detract fron the 
equity of ſucha government ; and a deficiency of tal- 
"ents from the ſoundneſs of its policy and its power. 


iii. 

The preſent government of England appears to be a 
good deal of this deſcription ; and its evils ariſe not ſo 
evidently from any hereditary mixture which it admits, 
for this prevents the introduction of much confuſion, 
as from a deficiency of virtue. In France this defici- 


ency has always of late been greater than in England, 


ariſing perhaps in a great meaſure from the corrupt 
ſtate of religion, and the Revolution has increaſed' it. 
| Notwithſtanding the extremely partial portraits of the 
the principle actors of this buſineſs, drawn by ſome 
deſigning conſpirator in a book recently ſold by John- 
ſon, —nothing can be more certain than that the very 
worſt men in France, have during the late commotigns 
borne ſway. A mind capable from recollection of 
grouping then, ſees nothing but a wretched loath- 


ſome aſſemblage of Traitors, Atheiſts, Hypocrites, 


Tyrants, Robbers, Murderers, Self-murderers, and 


Regicides, deſtitute of all chriſtian principles, and 


without any decent ſubſtitute by way of apology in ita 
place. The little virtue that remained was undoubt- 
edly compelled to conceal itſelf in the ſhade ; nd 
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could find no ſafety even in retirement, Tt 


It is my private opinion however, which affqrds 


me conſolation, that men of this deſcription cannot 


remain long in their eminent ſituation, unleſs they can 
reduce the "ward to the degraded ſtate into which it 
was ſunk before the Chriſtian Era. Julius Cœſar's 


is in the eſtimation of all good men at this day, the 
_ Character of an enormous villain, and Buonaparte and 
the French Directors merit the appellation no leſs for 
cloſing their eyes againſt thoſe bright: beams of ever- 
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IV. 


laſting truth which never ſhone upon the pagan mur- 
derer: for this is the condemnation, that light is come 


into the world, and men chooſe darkneſs rather than 


light becauſe their deeds are evil. 


Theſe conſiderations urge the writer to oppoſe every 


thing which has a tendency towards a Revolution in 
theſe Kingdoms. We are even at this preſent moment 


a people flouriſhing in commerce, and likely from the 
deſtruction of the commercial capitals by the war, and 
the crippled marine of the Continent, to become the 
manufacturers and carriers of the world, whenever it 


terminates ; and in this point of view, notwithſtanding 


the ravings of Oppoſition, the preſent war will be more 
advantageous ro Great-Britain than any, I except not 
one, that can be produced from the annals of hiſtory, 


The diſcontented with regard to religion in theſe 
realms are the moſt ambitious of the ſectariſts who 
are divided, and ſub-divided, ad infinitum in their opi- 
nions; and tlie Atheiſts, who in the general maſſacres 
and confuſion that muſt ſucceed, in caſe of a Revolu- 
tion, would probably prevail. I know nothing more 
abſurd than a hope that theſe heterogeneous cha- 
racters would in their exaltation, produce any thing 


but additional diſcord and miſery: the diſcontented 


in politics, are not much better agreed in their opi- 
nions relative to the form of government to be 


adopted, and the modes of its adminiſtration, the An- 


archiſts would probably ſucceed firſt; and what would 
reſult from Anarchy, only he who firſt raiſed a crea- 


tion from it can tell. 


V. 
Such are the conſiderations that ſhould rouſe every 
thinking man to oppoſe the GRAND CONSPIRACY, 
and by ſuch the writer profeſſes himſelf influenced. — 
Fe like others might boaſt of the independence of his 
principles ; and if his information be not ſo accu- 
rate as it might poſſibly be if reſident in the Metro- 
polis, his judgment is not leſs free from prejudice, 
from never having ſubmitted to thoſe trammels of 
education, artfully forged for the necks of the demo- 
crats by Pr—ſtley and Pr—e; nor leſs. capable of 
coming to a right concluſion, from ſeldom having had 
his ears ſtunned by the ſophiſtry of the numerous 
agitators who have been imployed by the conſpirators 
to miſlead the public mind. He ſhall at leaſt have 
the ſatisfaction of having acted from the pureſt mo- 
tives, a ſatisfaction which the moſt awful circumſtan- 
ces can only render more dear to him ; and which the 
artifices and malignity of his fellow creatures can 


never deprive him off. | a 


. 
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Tur Year ninety-ſeven is marked "IF a variety of 
Publications of a very intereſting complexion, They 
purport to develope from its firſt riſe, a Conſpixacy 
againſt the Chriſtian Religion, againſt Monarchy ; and 
in ſhort, againſt the preſent ſyſtem of Society. A 

number of literary characters profeſſing themſelves 

Philoſophers, men it appears of unbounded ambition, 

inſidiouſly determined upon the monſtrous attempt ; ; 
and with an alacrity worthy of a better cauſe, almoſt 
before they were ſuſpected, had not only infuſed their 
deſtructive principles into the minds even of the low- 
eſt of the people in France ; but by a variety of ramiſi- 
cations had given their ſyſtem ſuch an extent, that it 
was difficult for themſelves to determine where the ex- 
ploſion would firſt take place. | 


It was ſoon obſerved that the purity of the chriſtian 
ſyſtem in this Kingdom, as well as the excellence of 
its Conſtitution, was likely to prove an invincible bar- 
tier to their romantic plans ; and though oY had not 

| . 


58 Amongft the original Conſpirators, v we number D? POSI Vol. 
taire, Diderot, Condorcet, Orleans, Mirabeau, Rochetoucoult, n &e. 


| 
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at firſt the hardyhood to make us an offering of com- 
plete infidelity, yet we muſt have obſerved that * Socini- 
aniſm was ſyſtematically encouraged to ſmooth the road 
for Atheiſm in its moſt uncouth and cheerleſs form ; 
and that periodical Publications were as ſyſtematically 
arranged to libel the Conſtitution. 


In truth the methods adopted to carry their ſcheme 
into execution have been extremely ſimilar in all 
Countries. They f have contrived to deluge the Con- 
tinent by a variety ot Publications, ſanctioned by the 
names of the ableſt writers of the preceeding age, 
though generally written by themſelves, in which their 
principles were dreſſed up by a meretricious elegance, 
partly concealed by an artful ſophiſtry, indicating the 
infernal aid which appears to have been very profuſedly 
indeed beſtowed upon them, and which in my opinion, 


clearly aſcertains them to be the diſciples of an infer- 


nal maſter. In this country, they have in a wonderful 
manner poſſeſſed themſelves of the I influence of the 
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* This appears to have been ſettled in the year 1773, when Dr. 
Pr--tley was CONSULTING WITH THE FRENCH PHILOSOPNERS, it 
ſhould ſeem the Doctor was fully aware of the oppoſition which the con- 
ſpiracy was likely to meet with from the religious of this Kingdom. 


+ It is a well known fact, that Hawkers and Pedlars of every deſcrip- 
tion, bave throughout Europe been employed to diſſeminate cheap Editions 
of Sedition; 20,000 of Paine's Rights of Man, were circulated in this 
way through the North of Ireland; and one ſociety ordered 12,000 copies 
of Paine's Letter to Dundas to be printed and diſtributed throughout 
Great-Britain : a Gentleman m the road from Leeds to Liverpool was ob- 
ſerved diſtributing doſes of republican poiſon, in a paroxiſm of zeal from 
under the feat of his carriage, to poor children without ſtockings ; and the 
celebrated Mr. H not far from Huntingdon, put not a few Ladies 
and Gentlemen in bodily fear by gallantly galloping up to their carriages,. 


4nd popping a blue roll of {edition through the window. 


1 The Writer knows bookſellers ſo completely under this influence, or 
fuch fayourers of the conſpiracy, that they have refuſed to fell books in op- 
ion to it, and ſome of chem fo bad as to retain them SECRETED pure | 

to prevent the {ale. 155 


1 

preſs to ſuch a degree that they can at any time bring 
forwards the Publications of theii party, and in a great 
meaſure repreſs thoſe written by private Individpale, 
who alarmed by the dangerous pre-eminence they ha. 
in this inſtance obtained, are bold enough in compli- 
ance with the dictates of conſcience, to take up arms 
azainſt that degrading mental tyranny, which, notwith- 
ſtanding their parade in favour of liberty, they; are 
obviouſly wiſhing to eſtabliſh.” This has been effected 
at an immenſe expence, in ſome inſtances probably by 
bribery, by poſſeſſing themſelves of the principal re- 
views and other periodical Publications, in the ſale of 
which the bookſellers are much intereſted : as well as 
by eſtabliſhing circulating Libraries and academies 
for the direct purpoſe of overturning what they are 
pleaſed ſarcaſtically to term prejudices, in other words 
their i intention is to pervert right principles, 1 


One would think that as much miſchief's as could 
ave been calculated upon, even by the malignity of 
devils, has already been the reſult of this deſtructive 
conſpiracy throughout the moſt fertile and fourifung 
country in Europe. Even the appearance of religion 
has been baniſhed, the ſocial compact has been vio- 
lated in the moſt atrocious manner with impunity, and 
| injuſtice ſanctioned by law : The ſcaffold hath been 
ſtained by royal blood : Their venerable Prieſts have 
been groſsly inſulted and murdered, for adhering with 
chriſtian furtitude to their religion: Their children have 
been impaled, and ſhocking it is evento relate, their wo- 
men have been held in reguiſilion to a forced proſtitution, 


"+7: 
As the hopes of the Conſpirators reſ much upon 


ſecrecy, they have taken ſome pains to prove that no 


plot has ever actually exifted in any degree of forward. 
neſs in this Kingdom. The earneſtneſs with which 
they have laboured this point, and the earneſtneſs 
with which they laboured to carry the very ſame point 


no very long time ago, in Ireland, affords of itſelf juſt 


grounds of ſuſpicion : and when we advert to the de- 
clarationof a young gentleman who was actually executed 


for the plot in North-Britain, and maturely weigh his 


confeſſion, *made with eternity full in view : When we 
learn from the trials of thoſe who by ſome have been 
conſidered as acquitted felons, and by others as the 
rankeſt traitors ; that ſecret ſmall committees were em- 
powered 10 tranſaci a buſineſs of importance, which would 
ſhortly call for the support of the whole correſponding and 
affiliated ſocieties” ; and when we recollect the expec- 
tations that were at that time abroad amongſt people 
of a certain diſcription, we are apt to bleſs God for 
thoſe military aſſociations which ſo happily took place, 


from a full conviction, that an exploſion was provi- 


dentially checked, which would otherwiſe have termi- 


' nated in commotions and bloodſhed. 


We have no occaſion to advert to the recent proofs 
before our eyes, to be convinced that a dangerous con- 
ſpiracy exiſted in England ſo early as the year ninety- 
four, and that in very great forwardneſs; we have already 
been indulged with the further privilege of contemplating 


* Watt's confeſhon——the critical Review endeayoured to inyalidate 


this ſtrong teſtimony, but it will not be very difficult to prove this review 
deficient, even in veracity as will be ſhewn in the Second Part of this en- 


quiry. 


| . AS 
in a great meaſure uninjured, the advances of this odj- 
ous, and deſtructive conſpiracy againſt ſocial order. 
Every ſtep has been marked by a diſingenuous ſophiſ- 
try, ſtrongly characteriſtic of its infernal origin. The 
very firſt effort to oppoſe its progreſs, an act of jus- 
tice taken in ſelf-defence, was artfully repreſented to 
Europe, as the conſpiracy of Kings againſt liberty ;* and 
one circumſtance that developed the connecting chain, 
and ſhewed the extent of the real conſpiracy, was that 
all the democratic chronicles, throughout every coun- 

try were found to have been engaged, almoſt at the 
ſame moment, in one foul malignant and egregious 
calumny.” The advocates for truth on the other hand, 
unarmed and unconnected, were ſurpriſed by the un- 
expected advance of this formidable Phalanx ; and of 
courſe were, in conſequence of theſe two circumſtan- 
ces, unable to withſtand the firſt attack. In point of 
religion, and politics, it muſt likewiſe be acknow- 
ledged, that they were under the neceſſity of attempt- 
ing their firſt ſtand on ſlippery ground; for the Ro- 
man perſuaſion is at beſt a mixture of heavenly truths, 
with the moſt deplorable fal ſhoods; and the govern- 
ment of France, though the people were a cheerful 
and contented race, had confeſſedly its blemiſhes. From 
the general profligacy of manners, which under theſe 
circumſtances had prevailed, the infection of atheiſm, 
and rebellion ſpread in proportion to the malignity of 
their nature; and the conſpiracy, even before its dread- 
ful exploſion, conſiſted of a prodigious number of 
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The Anti-jacobin has already beſtowed a few wholeſome ſtructures up+ 
rr by which this point in the grand ſcheme 1s well eluci- FT 
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Republicans, to whoſe birth the American Revolution 
had contributed; of the correſponding: and affiliated 


clubs, the immediate offspring of the original conſpi- 
racy: Of atheiſts amongſt all ranks lately converted 


from practical to profeſſed infidelity, by the conſpira- 


tors publications, circulated with this very view ; and 

laſtly, of that wretched group to be met with in every 
populous community, chiefly denoted by their profli- 
gacy and conſequent poverty. Such was the aſſem- 
blage, which headed by a few Philoſophic courtiers, 
more properly denominated abandoned traitors, burſt 
out in one day into anarchy ; with a. conſiderable ef- 
fuſion of human blood, took the ſtrongeſt fortreſs in 
the kingdom ; overturned the laws, made the mild 
and merciful monarch tremble on his throne ; and at 
once ſapped all the foundations of government, and 

the eſtabliſhed Religion. | 


We have had the privilege of obſerving likewiſe 
the conduct of the conſpirators of our own Country, 
upon this eventful, and inſtructive occaſion. No 
longer able to conceal their impolitic and ſavage joy, 
they hailed under the appellation of the dawn of li- 
berty, what we term rank injuſtice, the forerunner of 
worſe than Egyptian bondage, in ſwilled indecent 
merriment, which only ſhewed how nearly the ſelf- 


| denominated Philoſopher | is related to the brute. It 


was then that genuine humanity ſhuddered in every 
country, at the beginning of theſe dire contentions, 
for ſhe is always tender to human kind; and afraid of 
intruſting the ſword into hands of any thing but 
law. The ſelf denominated Philoſophers, were it 
ſeems even in our own country of a different opinion; 


(=D 


yet even they were aware that ſome ſouls who had 
imbibed the principles of eternal juſtice, from a purer 
ſource than the 7ainted one of ſocintaniſm, would indig- 
nantly burſt the ſhackles by which the public mind 
had already been ſo artfully manacled ; and in ſpite 

of all the inſidious efforts of conſpiracy, would inde- 
pendently think for themſelves. It was this ſecret 
foreboding which almoſt immediately called forth the 
" *rningled rhetoric and ſophiſiry, of their moſt artful 
partizans to tinſel over the already enormous crimes 
of the firſt convention; and it was this ſecret fore- 
boding that brought the connecting chain, of the con- 
ſpirators once more into public view; and ſhewed us 
their whole corps of Reviews in wily connexion, in- 
cautious enough to commit themſelves in this deſ- 
perate undertaking. It was impoſſible that an enquir- 
ing mind ſhould not immediately recognize the 
league ; and it would have been treachery to ſociety ; 
treaſon to our country; deſertion from chriſtianity ; 
and a libel on all genuine patriotiſm, not to have ex- 


poſed it. 


From this conviction I took the libertyꝭ to advert 
to the more-prominent features of this diabolic ſcheme 
ſo early as the year ninety-four, in a ſmall pamphlet 
entitled a“ Conciſe Sketch of the Intended Revolution,” 
and then endeavoured to attract the notice of my 
countrymen to the conſpiracy, principally with a view 
of encouraging the military aſſociations, which at 


* The reader may examine the Catalogues, about that period when 
Mr. Mac Intoſh made himſelf fo ridiculous by moſt rhetorically endea- 
vouring to make ſacriledge into patriotiſm, Robbery into Juſtice ; and the 
moon into green cheeſe. a | 


— * — —_— — 

2 = 3 n _ _ ” 

— — — —==—=—z 
==X&—== — — 


— 
— — 


— — 


SE — — 


— — —— _ — 


— — 


—— — 


— — 


8 _ 
—̃ — U.Nʃ— —- — — —ä— 


— —— — — 8 — 
= — = 
— - — — — 
— > — — — — — —— — 
— — — — p — 
— — — 
_ <_ — 


_ — - 
— — 


— _ - 
— — 
— — 
- — 


„ 
that me fo providentially took place. To that pam- 
phlet,—to Reflections on the Iriſh Conſpiracy, printed 
for Sewell and Wright, —to the Reports of the Secret 
Committees,—to the State Trials; and to their own 
impudent Publications, —I refer the Reader for fur- 
ther information relative to the correſponding ſo- 
cieties, and the general progreſs of the conſpiracy, 
and mean to confine myſelf at preſent to inveſtigate 
more particularly what part the periodical Publica- 
tions to which I have already alluded, appear to 
have taken ; and how far they are involved in this 
nefarious buſineſs. If the charge ſhould be found 
valid, from this inveſtigation, it will be natural to 
draw a few intereſting concluſions. 


A ſcrutiny I ſhould apprehend not very nice will 
enable us to determine what thare the Monthly, the 
Analytical, the Critical Reviews; and the New Annual 
Regiſter have had in this extraordinary ſcheme. As 
Voltaire's favourite rule was, ſtrike but conteal the 
hand; we may naturally expect a great affectation 
of candour and liberality ; and even an appearance 
ſometimes of arguing againſt he cauſe, and their fa- 
vourite writers to be thrown as a veil over the real de- 
ſign of his diſciples. If however we are ſo far en- 
abled to ſee through this diſguiſe as to aſcertain 
« that writers in any degree able, who are in the ſcheme, 
have more than their ſhare of praiſe apportioned to 
them: while thoſe on the other hand are ſlightly no- 
ticed, their merits extenuated, and their principles 


uninformly oppoſed, and ſometimes with great art- 


| ( » + 
tifice: if we find that the ftrongeft arguments of the con- 


ſpirators are brought forward again and again with ap- 
probation, while thoſe of their opponents are kept out of 


view, and their weakeſt only admitted to notice, moſt 


generally with as good anſwers likewiſe attached to them, 
as the Reviewers are able to give; we ſhall have then ſome 
cauſe to conclude our ſurmiſes right. If we ſhould 


9 


be further confirmed in theſe, by obſerving that all 


theſe Reviews are in one intereſt; and artfully arranged 
to further one and the ſame cauſe, that the Analyti- 
cal, for inſtance, is ingeniouſly calculated to influence 
men of a ſanguine temperament, by dealing in bold ſar- 
caſlic aſſertions, while the Monthly is addreſſed to 
men of more reaſoning, and leſs haſly minds, yet evi- 
dently on the ſame fide of the queſtion; and that 
the Critical afe&s to differ from theſe in religious 
principles, merely to adminiſter the fame political fig. 


ments with greater ſucceſs, to men, whom they know 


prejudiced againſt Unitarians, we ſhall not probably 
heſitate long in making up our minds on this impor- 
tant Lujed. | 


In the Analytical Review of a book catch, 4 


Convention the only means to ſave us from ruin, for Ja- 
nuary, 1794, page 79, we have the following extraor- 
dinary extracts, © Pitt ſucceeds Fox, Fox ſucceeds 


Pitt, and Pitt ſucceeds Fox again, but the national 


grievances remain uuredreſſed; and the change of a 


Miniſter produces nothing but a transfer of penſions 


from one minion to another; and a freſh accumulation 


of national burdens. Parties are only a ſucceſſion gf 
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birds of prey, of which the people are the Banquet, 
confide therefore in neilber, the means of ſecurity are 
in your own hands; and it remains for you alone to ex- 
ert them; if your lite were menaced by aſſault would 
it not be ridiculous to requeſt your neighbour to dis- 
charge your muſket for you? * * * * * +# + 
Friends and Fellow Citizens, the great ſource of the 


evil is here, the people of Europe, in general, have 


as little connexion with their reſpective governments, 


except indeed as they are the objects of their plunder, 


as they have with the governments of China and Ja- 


pan.—Page 80.” What immediately follows is too in- 


flammatory for inſertion. * * „ 
* * * « Friends, Countrymen, and Fellow Citizens! 
Theſe truths I have laid before you with boldneſs, 
ſimplicity, and zeal ; I am one of you ; and therefore 
neither have nor can have an intereſt ſeparate from 
yours ; if I have held up to you a gloomy picture of 
your ſituation it is no more than the circumſtances of 
the times ſufficiently warrant, the remedy is in your 
own hands ; if you do not apply it you will only have 
yourſelves to blame, for the ruin which muſt fol. 
low.“ 


As Mr. Gerrald's Publication appears to be writ- 
ten with that force and neatneſs of expreſſion, which 
too frequently varniſhes falſhood with the appearance 
of truth, - ue find the Reviewers giving the nation a 
ſecond edition of his ftrong aſſertions, by inſerting them 
in their Review, which was likely to be much more 
extenſively read, as they. very well knew, than the ori- 
ginal publication. This muſt be allowed an ingeni- 


ta 1 


ous mode ak propagating ſedition ; eſpecially, when 
it is recommended by them as “ an article full of 
many bold truths,” —the defign of the publication is 
I think obvious from the extracts; and the deſign of 
ofthe Reviewers in recommending 1 it, cannot ſurely be 
eaſily miſunderſtood. 


We find alſo i in the one volume, a curious ex- 
tract from Dr. Kippis' Faſt Sermon, inſerted pro- 
bably with the ſame deſign, as the extracts already 
quoted, — which in many points of view merits once 
more the public attention. From what has 
been ſaid (obſerves the Doctor) The diſturbers of 
the world (meaning evidently, as appears by the ſe- 
quel, the conductors of all the eſtabliſned governments 
in Europe, but eſpecially, Emperors and Kings) 
might ſee that they cannot effectually fight againſt 
God. I fay they might ſee this ; but that they will 
not in fact attend to fo important a truth, is much to 
be apprehended. They will probably puſh forwards 
their impious projects, (4o cruſb the conſpiracy we are 
racing,) but if they obſtinately perſiſt in their in- 
juſtice and their iniquity, let them remember that 
their attempts l ſooner or later be confounded.* 
While they are eagerly ſtriving to cruſh the intereſts 


| of mankind they Hall in the concluſion contribute 


to their efabliſbhment and increaſe. It is not to be 
expected that the voice of preachers ſhould be regard- 
ed amidſt the madneſs of ambition, and the rage of 
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Dr. Pr=eſtley has likewiſe told us THAT A TRAIN 15 LAID, 


.*, 7 . - 


0 
Ld 


i 14 ) 


war: but if we could be heard we would ſay as loud- 
ly as poſſible, be wiſe, ob ye governors, be inſtruct- 
ed oh ! ye warriors of the earth, know that with your 
utmoſt. efforts you cannot finally triumph over the 
cauſe of honour, rectitude, and religion.” Meaning, 
Reader, the infernal conf, piracy againſt ſocial order, the 
Prominent features of which are now completely before 
as all. This is modeſtly termed a very judicious diſ- 


courſe, by the GE; probably the "ay ſame genile- 
man that wrote it. 


One more inſtance I will e that we may ful. 
Iy convict this Review of Treaſon, from the mouth 
at leaſt of three witneſſes, and the laſt ſhall be a 
female, after which I ſhall conſign it to the nation, 
that its demerits may be fairly appreciated. We muſt 
get rid, ſays Mrs. Woll ſtonecraft, of all the notions 
drawn from the wild traditions of original fin, ibe 
eating of the apple, the theft of Prometheus, the open- 
ing of Pandoras box, and other fables too tedious to 
enumerate, on which Prieſts have erected their tre- 
mendous ſtructures of impoſitions, to perſuade us 
that we are naturally inclined V 
„ „ „ „ „ „ 6 * % 


one principle of action is ſufficient, « reſpect thyſelf,” 
(here we. ſee the whole drift of the conſpiracy, wilh re- 
Sper to religion, now let us ſee what is to be done with 
the tate.) It is not paradoxical to aſſert that the 
facial virines are nipt in the bud by the very /aws of 
feciety, (this expreſſion is deciſive, let us however exa- 
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thus much appears certain, that a State will infallibly 
grow. old and feeble, if hereditary riches ſupport here- 
ditary rank, under any deſcription, but when courts, and | 
promogeniture are done away ; and ſimple and equal 
laws are eſtabliſhed, what 1s to prevent each genera- 
tion from retaining the vigour of youth?“ 


« In contemplating the French revolution, (ſay the 
Reviewers, in their critique upon this brutal Publica- 
tion) it is not eaſy to dilate the mind to a full concep- 
tion of the magnitude of the event. Narrow Intel. 
les incapable of embracing the whole extent of the 
ſubjeF, (meaning evidently ihe whole extent of the con- 
ſpiracy,) are loſt amidſt a confuſed maſs of facts, riſing 
in ſucceſhon with unexampled rapidity. Feeble minds, 
born away by the inſlinive impreſſion of the moment, 
are overpozoered with Horror, al the barbarities which have 
Blackened the ſcene ; and while they ought io think dec p- 
ly, can only ſigh and lament. The ſelfiſh and bigot.ed— 
two pretty numerous claſſes can only fix their eyes 
upon thoſe points of the paſſing ſcene, which excite 
alarm for the ſafety of the ancient, ſplendid, and Ju- 
cralide ſyſtem of ſuperſtilion and tyranny. It is not 
from ſuch ſpectators, that the world is to expect that 
comprehenſive ſurvey, of the recent events of France, 
which can alone lead to a juſt eſtimate of the preſent 
intereſts of neighbouring nations; or to a judicious ac- 
commodation of their public meaſures, to be circum- 
flances of the times. Such enlarged-wiewws and wiſe con- 
cluſions, can only be the reſult of a diligent and ac- 

curate examination of facts; carried on under the di- 
rection of a ſound judgment well exerciſed in the ope- 


_— 


1 

ration of tracing back effects to their cauſes; an en- 
lightened underſtanding, amply ſupplied with correct 
ideas“ on the principles of policy and morals; and a 
liberal ſpirit, unconfined by national prejudices, and 

3 warmed by the ſteady flame of univerſal philanthropy. 
4 Furniſhed with theſe qualifications, for the undertaking 

| 
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in a degree, which in a woman may appear to male 
vanity highly aſtoniſhing. Mrs. Wollſtonecraft has 
| begun an © Hiſtorical and Moral View of the French Re- 
| volution, which from the; pre/ent ſpecimen of the work, 
| will, we have no doubt, attract the admiration of the 
| critic and command the ſerious attention of the mor.. 
| aliſt and ſtatesman. As a production of genius, it 
| has an energy of diction, and a richneſs of imagery 


which in a work on a leſs important fſubject might 
| be entitled to the firſt praiſe. But its chief excel- 
| lence which will doubtleſs recommend it to the di- 
| ligent peruſal of all who intereſt themſelves in pub- 
1 lic tranſactions, is, that it diſcuſſes the ſubject with a 
1 degree of impartiality, ſcarcely at preſent to be ex- 
| — . > yo . 
| pected, with a ſolidity and depth of thought, which 
N notwithſtanding the odium that has of late fallen up- 
q | — 
1 * The Critic has treated us further with the following ſpecimens of 
1B DISTINCT and CORRECT IDEAS from this lady's production, Perhaps 
[| the great advantage of eloquence, is that impreſſing the reſults of thinking 
[| on minds alive, only to emotion, it gives wings to the flow foot of reaſon, 
1 and fire to the cold labours of inveſtigation, — and again, „ never- 


[| theleſs in treating with the nobles, the angles of pride, which time alone 

i could have ſmoothed ſilently away, were perhaps too rudely knocked off, 
for the folly of diſtinctions was rapidly wearing itſelf out, and would pro- 
bably have melted gradually before the rational opinions that were continu- 
ally gaining ground, fructifying the ſoil as they diſſolved, inſtead of which it 
was drifted by a hurricane to ſpread deſtruction around as it fell. 

The reader will probably fee nothing bombaſt in all this. 
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on phloſophy, we will venture to call truly philoſo- 
phical, and which will not fail to render the work 
highly uſeful in promoting the moſt important 
intereſts of human ſociety” or in other words the 
Grand CONSPIRACY AGAINST SOCIAL ORDER, and 
every thing really dear to man. 


The reader will be kind enough to recollect that 
the queſtion before us is not whether the writers here 
brought forwards, wrote with a defign to overturn the 
preſent ſystem of ſociety, for nothing can be more evi- 
dent than that they did; but the queſtion is ſimply 
whether the Review is to be conſidered as diſcourage- 
ing or encouraging their deſign ; as tending to depreſs 
or further the grand ſcheme ; and upon this queſtion 
he cannot long be in doubt. Let him make up his 
mind, and if the conſpiracy ſtands as naked to his 
view as it does to mine, let him determine to oppoſe it 
with the firmneſs of a man, and a chriftian. We 
will now turn our eyes fox a few moments to the 
conduct of this Review towards publications of a dif- 
ferent complexion, from thoſe to which we have al- | 
ready adverted. 


* | 
In the Review of Owen's Retroſpect, a publication 
by no means deſigned to encourage the conſpiracy, 


it is aſtoniſhing with what artifice the extracts are re- 


lated ; and made ſubfervient even to the cauſe againſt 
which it was evidently f ritten, and in the a 
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* Analytical Review, vol. 20, page 339. 
+ Ibid. 1794, Vol. 18, page 341. 
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article the reader may have an opportunity of ob- 
ſerving the adopted mode of diſſecting a real genuine 
friend to the conſtitution, Y 


The Critique upon Mr. Claphan's s Volunteer Ser 
mon, is ſo highly characteriſtic of the deſign of the 
Review as to merit inſertion. This preacher flrong- 
ly impreſſed with the general alarm which has ſpread 
through the country, ſame tobas prematurely lakes it for 
granted, (as others it muſt be allowed have done, who 
have better opportunities of being informed than 4 
country. vicar can be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs) that the ſub- 
verſion of the conſtitution, has been beyond all contra- 
diction, not the concealed object, but avowed deſign 

of many aſſociations holden throughout the kingdom,” 
ecce here, Reader, the arrogance and impudence of an 
illiterate ſocinian prieſt, but examine at the ſame. 
time, the drift of the critique, and you cannot fail 
to obſerve the ſubtilty and defign of an artful conſpi- 


rator. 


May this abominable Review be publicly attended 
to its execution by the Prieſts, who have too long 
abuſed the good ſenſe of Engliſhmen, and who were 
educated under the auspices of Pr y and Pr—e, 
for the avowed purpoſe of enſlaving the minds of 
their fellow country men, to a deſtructive ſet of prin- 
ciples by which the venerable conſtitution of our an- 
ceſtors, was intended to be gradually ſubverted. 


* Analytical Review, 1794, Vol. 28 page 345. 


_ 
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As my original deſign was to confine my retmirks 
upon the Reviews in queſtion, to the compaſs of a 
ſmall pamphlet, with a view of adducing a few in- 
ſtances in point to their conviction, rather than the 
whole maſs of evidence which their ſeditious critiques 
contain; 1 ſhall, to avoid prolixity, now turn my 
attention to the Critical Review, being perfectly ſa- 
tisfied, that᷑ if I only can lead my countrymen into 
the ſame train of inveſtigation, as I have myſelf adopt- 
ech they will affuredly arrive at the ſame concluſion, 


I threw out an intimation at an early part of this 
inquiry, © that the Critical Review's affected oppo- 
ſition to Socinian principles night poſſibly be adopied 
to give a leſs ſuspected and therefore a more extenſive 
influence to its political reaſonings ; and in the follow- 
ing extracts may be found ſome exiſtent grounds for 
this ſuppoſition. “ We congratulate Mr, Simeon on 
his mode of analyſing a fermongwhich we doubt not 
will in due time lead him to ſound knowledge. He 

will by degrees examine more accurately every poſi- 
tion, and he will not ſome few years hence, ſpeak ſo 
Paſilivelyand upon ſuch weak grounds on eternal damn 
tion, as he has done in the ſkeleton of this diſcourſe.”* 
I think this not the language of a Review zealous for 
the peculiar, the diſcriminating doctrines of chriſti- 
anity; and it is rather improbable that ſo profeſſed an 
infidel as Pr—ftley ſhould be held up in ſuch partial 
language as the n by : a period publication, 
* Critical Review, part 1ſt. for 1797» page 353» 
D 
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really inimical to his principles, either political, or re. 
ligious. Every liberal and humane mind to what- 
ever political party it may incline, will rejoice that 
the author of this work has found an aſylum abroad ;* 
and every chriſtian of whatever denomination, will 
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* Critical Review, part iſt. for 1797, page 47. 


Every humane mind, 1 ſhould rather imagine will think the Re— 
viewer's Remark an illiberal libel upon the inhabitants of Birmingham, 
who would aſſuredly have continued to have increaſed the Doctor's fortune 
already rendered handſome by their munificence, if the conſciousneſs of hay. 
ing contributed to the ignominious death of his loyal but miſtaken Neigh- 
bours had not funk the Bully into a coward ; and ſent him with an evident 
degree of uneaſineſs upon his conſcience, into merited though voluntary ex- 
ile. The Doctor it ſeems does not much admire his preſent roman- 
tic aſylum ; though his hands have been certainly better employed in hold- 
ing the plough in the wilds of America, than in ſubverting the harmony of 
fociety in England; yet this tickles not his vanity, and alas! © give me 
fame is the Doctor's motto, all his labours, for he has the merit of in- 
defatigable induſtry in a bad cauſe, appear to have an eye to thig—how 
depreſſing to ſuch a mind perpetually reflecting upon better days, when ſur- 
rounded by his myrmidons, he dictated to miniſters and kings, and had his 
dictates echoed and re-echoed through the annals of literature! how de- 
preſſing to ſuch a mind it mult be, to be cooped up in a little paltry conven- 
ticle in America, which ſerves occaſionally for a Sunday or a weekly ſchool! 
The Americans are neither to be cajoled out of their money nor liberty, by 
this political Quack, and his whirligig noſtrums. In truth from the laſt ac- 

counts I had of. the Doctor, it ſeems that he is ſinking faſt into a queru- 
lous diſappointed,” but unimproved old Man, who has already outlived his 
ſhort lived popularity, and whoſe unſettled faith enables him to look for- 

ward with certainty to nothing but the merited curſes of poſterity already 
irretrievably doomed to ſuffer under the woeful reverſes occaſioned by ſhal- 

low thinking and philoſophic vanity. Ca 
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be | pleaſed to ſee that ſtill zealous for the cauſe of Ve 
ligion,F Dr. Pr—filey reſiſts the attacks of the infi- 4 
dels, on the other tide of the Atlantic. And again, 
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+ Humano capiti cervicem pictor equinam 
Jungere ſi velit, et varias inducere plumas, 
Undiquo collatis membris, ut turpiter atrum 
Deſinat in piſcem mulier formoſa ſuperne; 
Spectatum admiſſi riſum teneatis amici? 


It is about twelve years ſince he began to be diſtinguiſhed among the 
Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhed church of England. He preached up a kind 
of DEISM, which nobody underſtood, and which it was thought the Doctor 
underſtood ſull as well as his neighbours. This doctrine afterwards aſ- 
ſumed the name of Unitarianiſm, and the RELIGIEUX of the order were 
called, or rather they called themſelves, Unitarians. The ſe& never roſe 
into conſequence ; and the founder had the mortification of ſeeing his dar- 
ling Unitarianiim growing quite out of date with himſelf, when the French 
Revolution came, and gave them both a ſhort reſpite from eternal oblivion. 


Thoſe who know any thing of the Engliſh diſſenters, know that they 
always introduce their political claims and projects under the maſks of re- 
ligion. The Doctor was one of thoſe who entertained hopes of bringing 
about a Revolution in England upon the F rench plan ; and for this purpoſe 
he found it would be very convenient for him to be at the head of this re- 
ligious ſet. Unitarianiſm was now revived, and the ſociety held regular 
meetings at Birmingham. In the inflammatory diſcourſes, called ſermons 
that were delivered at theſe meetings, the Engliſh conſtitution was firſt 
openly attacked; and doctrines were there held forth ſubverſive of all cj- 
vil and religious order. The preſs ſoon ſwarmed with publications ex- 
preſſive of theſe principles. The Revolutioniſts began to form ſocieties 
all over the kingdom, between which a mode of communication was eſtab- 
liſhed, in perfe& conformity to that of the Jacobin clubs in France. | 


Nothing was neglected by this branch of the Pariſian PROPAGANDE to 
excite the people to a general inſurrection. Inflammatory Hand-bills, Ad- 
vertiſements, Federation Dinners, Toaſts, Sermons, Prayers; in ſhort, 
every Trick that religious or political Duplicity could ſuggeſt, was played 
off to deſtroy a Conſtitution which has born the Teſt, and attracted the 
admiration of ages; and to eſtabliſh in its 8 85 a new ſyſtem fabricated 
by themſelves. COBBETT. 
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6s The ſtyle and manner of Dr. Pr—ftley are well 
known, equally perſpicuous, he places his ſentiments i in 
the plaineſt manner be fore his hearers.““ 
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* As to his talents as a writer we have only to open our eyes to be 


convinced that they are far below mediocrity. His ſtyle is uncouth and 


ſuperlatively diffuſe. Always involved in MINUTIZ, every ſentence is 42 
ring of parentheſes, in finding the end of which, the reader is lucky if 
he does not loſe the propolition they were meant to illuſtrate; In ſhort, the 
whole ol hs phraſcology is extremely diiguſting; to which may be added, 
that even in point of grammar he is very often incorrect. 


As a proof of what I have here aſſerted, I could give a thouſand ſen- 
tences from his writings ; but I chooſe one or two from his anſwers to the 
addreſſ-s, as thele pieces are in every body's hands: and not to criticiſe 
unfairly, I ſhall take the fiſt ſentence I come at. Tt runs thus: 


66 Viewing with the deepeſt concern, as you do, the proſpect that is 
pow exhibited in Europe, thoſe troubles which are the natural offspring of 
their forms of government, originating indeed in the ſpirit of liberty, but 
gradually degenerating into tyrannies, equally degrading to the rulers and 
the ruled, I rejoice in finding an aſylum from perſecution in a country in 
which thoſe abuſcs have come to a natural termination, and produced ano- 
cher ſyſtem of liberty, founded on ſuch wiſe principles, as, I truſt, will 
guard againſt all future abuſes ; thoſe artificial diſtinctions in ſociety, from 
which they ſprung, being completely eradicated, that protection from vio- 
lence, which laws and government promiſe in all countries, but which 1 
have not found in my own, I doubt not I ſhall find with you, though I 
cannot promiſe to be a better ſubje of this government, than my Whole 


conduct will evince that I have been to that of Great Britain.“ 


This is neither the STYLE PERIODIQUE, nor the STYLE COUPE ; it is 
T preſume the STYLE ENTORTILLE 3 for one would certainly think that 
the author had racked his imagination te render what he had to ſay unin- 


telligible. This ſentence of monſtrous length is cut aſunder in the middle 


by a ſemicolon, which, except that it ſerves the reader by way of half-way 
houſe, might be placed in any other part of the ſentence to at leaſt equal 
advantage. In fact, this is not a ſentence ; it is a rigmarole ramble, that 
bas geither beginning nor ending, and conveys to us no idea, but the au- 


#697's incapacity, Coaberr, 
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t appears perfectly natural for me, in conſequence 
of this obvious partiality, to endeavour, in the courſe 


ok our preſent enquiry, to trace out a family likeneſs 


betwixt our Review, and this ill-fated Doctor, for if this 
ſhould happen to be particularly ſtriking, {hall I natur- 
ally conſider my work, as far as it relates to the Cri- 
tical Review, nearly upon the finiſh, In part the 
third of this publication, for the year 1794, page 546, 
we are favoured with this manly, ſenſible extract, 
from a book, intitled, The Life and Crimes of the 


Duke of Orleans; and with the conſequent illiberal 


critique upon it. © Always when we hear declama- 
tion againſt the pretended deſpotiſm which reigned 
in France, we cannot help ſmiling ; and this ſmile is 
not that of Democritus, but the exhalation of a crowd 
of ſentiments, and ideas, which appertain to reaſon, 
to experience, and to the knowledge of the human 
heart.— Will they ſay that the form of government 
cſtabliſhed in France; and ſubſiſting for ſo many agcs 
was deſpotic ?—Did the ſovereign enjoy arbitrary 
power ?—Were there not laws to which he himſelt 
owed the firſt ſubmiſſion ; and which he could not 
violate ? This principle being eſtabliſhed it is evident, 


that if the laws were ſometimes violated by the dele- 


gates of authority, it is not the form of government 
which 1s in the fault ; and that conſequently there was 
no occaſion to, deſtroy the form in order to prevent 
violations. Why then ſap fundamental baſes which 
even guarded againſt deſpotiſm ; and on which the 
French Empire repoſed, and flouriſhed ſo long? The 
abuſes alone ſhould have been corrected and all agreed 
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in this point. The reſponſibility of miniſters, a new 
order in the finances, ſome reforms dictated by a wiſe 
and enlightened ceconomy ; in fine, the relief of the 
indigent claſs of people, which would indeed have 
been a natural conſequence of theſe meaſures ; ſuch 
were the principle means which ought to have been 
employed, ſalutary and afficacious in their nature, the 
will of their ſovereign would have rendercd them per-. 
manent.“ 


So far this ſenſible writer, we come now to the 
critique upon it. © Pretty declamation, and worthy 
to be bound up with Cardon's ironical Defence of 
Nero. It is well known that the nobles refuſed to 
grant any proper reform ; and were determined to pre- 
ferve all the ancient-abuſes ; and as nothing was grant- 
ed, every thing was taken. Such is the infatuating 


nature of power, that liberty is generally bought with 


blood. Charles the firſt, would at laſt have granted 
all, but all would not be taken as a grant; for the 
vanquiſhed cannot grant. May a beneficent provi- 
dence amidſt the progreſs of political experience, avert 


a repelilion of ſuch evils in this country, and may 


thiſe raſh men, who now treat meaſures which are 
neceſſary to the happy duration of our conſtitution, as 
the imaginations of ſedition, learn lo concede before an 
inlightened people, arnongſt whom liberty has always 
prevailed, at the laſt pour on accumulated maſs of indig- 
nal ion u pan their devoted heads. 


This to a common reader certainly ſounds fon» 


like « George's devoted head in a baſket ;** but we 


£535 13. 


will now hear what the decor will ſay upon ſimilar 

ſubjects “ Things are already in ſuch a train,* that 
though no man can foreſee the particular time and 
manner of the change in favour of Unitarianiſm, 
we may be as certain of its taking place, as if we 
actually ſaw it accompliſhed, and till things are per- 
fectly ripe for ſuch a Revolution, it would be abſurd 
to expect it and in vain to attempt it.“ 


Ihe Doctor's political connexions are pretty well 

known ; and, theſe aſcertained, there ſeems now but 
little difficulty in knowing where to claſs the Review. 
We will however for fear of the ſmalleſt miſtake be 
at the further trouble of examining how very impartially 
it conducts itſclf towards the Doctor's reſpectable friend 
Mr. Cobbett of Philadelphia, for if we find it equally 
tender to him as to the gentleman in queſtion, our 
foundation will neceſſarily fail in a very material in- 
ſtance. The mode of proof is indeed varied with re- 
gard to the Critical Review ; but we are aware that 
the public is fond of variety ; and we propole leav- 
ing it to their own ingenuity, and good ſenſe, to try 
every mode of conviction, we may adopt, by apply- 
ing them /everally to all the culprits in turn. | 


In the Critical Review upon that celebrated work, 
* Thcughts on the emigration of Dr. Prieftley,”” the cri- 
tique is throughout replete with the moſt illiberal ant- 
madverſions grounded, the Reviewers ſay, upon the 
abuſe beſtowed by Mr. C. upon (their friend) the Doc- 
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* Importance of Free Inquiry, page 41. 
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tor ; now the fact is, Mr. C. in his pamphlet only be- 
ſtowed a gentle flagellation upon one of the moſt abu- 
ſive writers that ever diſgraced the annals of litera- 
ture, who received no more than his ſtrict due in the 
meaſure he had ſo frequently meted out to others, 
for the Doctor even made a merit of ſeaſoning his con- 
traverſial writings with perſonal abuſe; and was not 
aſhamed to make ſuch men as Beattie,* Oſwald, f and 
Balguy, Objects of his effrontary and virulence, men 
as far ſuperior to the Doctor's /i!tl? ſphiſtic meanneſs 
as their integrity was to his abominable maxims of 
But if it had not been fo, ought 
the Judges in a Cour! of Literature, to have diſgraced 
themſelves through the fervour of their party zeal, to 
a level with any contemptible ſcurrilous' ſcribbler ? 
The truth is this, Mr.C.in the pamphlet before us, ap- 
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* If arrogance and inſolence be an indication of pride, Dr. Beattie, has 
no ſmall ſhare of it, though it may hitherto have eſcaped is own fe ſearch, 
Modeſt Dr. Ps examination of Reid, Beattie, &c. page 26. 


+ As to Dr. Oſwald whom. I have treated with the leaft ceremony, the 
diſguſt his writings gave me was ſo great that I could not poſſibly ſhew 
him more reſpect. Indeed I think bim in general not entitled to a grave 
anſwer, and accordingly have for the moſt part contented myſelf with ex- 
hibiting his ſentiments without replying to them at all. Modeſt Dr. P—-'s 
Examination of Reid, Beattie, &c. page 26, 


t What muſt people think to ſee thoſe who are . to inſtrust 


them in the principles of religion and morality, ſolemnly ſubſcribing to 


articles of faith which they are known to diſbelieve and abhor; and whe 
among the clergy that read and think at all, are ſuppoſed te believe one 
third of the thirty-nine articles of the Church of England? I have ſo good 
anopinion of Dr. Balguy's 600D SENSE, notwithſtanding the futility of this 
performance, as to think it is a thouſand to one but that he himſelf is an 


unbeliever in many of them. Prieſtley on Firſt rei, page 214. 


. 

pears to be a genuine chriſtian, a zealous patriot, E 
true philanthrophiſt, and an able man. Their par- 
tiality to the Doctor's principles is in this inſtance ob- 
vious. I ſupport my aſſertion by an appeal to their 
own diſgraceful language, We have probably be- 
ſtowed more attention upon this pamphlet than it may 
be thought to deſerve. It is certain that in point of 
ſcurrility, falſehood, impudent and unfounded aſſer- 
tion, the Author puts all competition at defiance, 

None but himſelf could be his parallel, 


And a pamphlet which no good man could. real 
without complete diſguſt, might have been diſmiſſed 
with the brevity of contempt.” 


This, depend upon it, is all betrat Mr. Cobbett is 
2 vigorous oppoſer of the grand conſpiracy; and as 
far as can be determined from his writings, a truly, 
good, and honeſt man: So much however for the 
candour and impartiality of this Review: We come 
now to its veracity, © It.is ſtill however neceſſary to 
add, continue the Reviewers, that although it is ſaid 
to be printed at Philadelphia, there are circumstances, 
which induce us lo believe, that that country has not the 
diſerace of producing its author. From internal evi- 
dence, from the occaſional affected turgidiry yet gene- 
ral vulgarity, | and petulance of the ſtyle, from the 
total diſregard to decency and liberality, from the 
redundance of unqualified aſſertions, and the unbluſhing 
logic that deduces poſitive concluſions from known 
falſehoods, we do not heſitate to aſcribe it to the 
pricking of that tte, which has more than once 
been employed to confute men's principles by ſtabbing 
their characters,” 2 | E 
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Now I honeſtly declare I have my reaſons for be- 
lieving this whole paragragh a deſigned fal ſhood, fa- 
bricated for the ſole purpoſe of emitting party ran- 
cour and ſtudied abuſe with the uncharitable deſign of 


prejudicing, and that in the moſt unfair manner, the 


public inind againſt this incomparable pamphlet; 
and they are firſt, that I believe the courage of the 
Critical Reviewers, and the gains which this Review 
produces, (ſo fond are the people of purchaſing the 
moſt deleterious poiſon from quacks of all deſcrip- 
tions,) to be ſuch, that I am fully convinced, they 
urst not have hazarded ſuch an attack upon ſuch a 
man, if they had not been tempted to run the riſque 
from the fallacious hope that they were ſafe in point 
of distance from the keen ſtrokes of his vigorous 
And in the ſecond place it is obſervable that an 
artifice ſimilarly mean is made uſe of to diſcredit the 


ſtriking confeſſion of Mr. Watt, made with eternity 


full in view.—It is however pleaſant to think that low 
cunning is not unfrequently defeated by the meanneſs 
of its own artifices; and it is highly probable that 
an abuſed public will e're long know as well to deter- 
mine the degree of credit due to the aſſertions of this 
Review, as they have already been- taught to do to 
thoſe nefarious diurnal and weekly journals, which 
have long been as certainly doing the drudgery of the 
conſpirators, as they have been diſtributed by them 
throughout the kingdom in an «nv/nal ſecret way. 


It is indeed comfortable to a contemplative mind, 


friendly to the human race, accuſtomed to dwell long 


and often upon its own family ſorrows, as well as the 


(as ') 


miſeries of the wretched Emigrants, to obſerve the 


eyes of the nation at length completely open to the 
dangers with which it was menaced ; and to notice the 
tide of opinion, too long diverted by faction from its 


natural courſe, ſerting in ſo ſtrongly againſt the con- 
ſpirators, © that England our native country, amidſt 


not only the wreck of Empires, but Social Order it- 


ſelf, promiſes fair, ſurrounded alas! by ruins, to con- 


tinue the Land of RELIGION, LIBERTY, COM- 
MERCE, and AFFLUENCE. 


We advert now to the Monthly Review,—in which 
the critique upon, The Conſiderations on the Procla- 
mation of Governors, &c. (which appears to have been 
the production of one of the illuminati abroad) runs 
thus, «„We wiſh the Auſtrian and Pruſſian Troops 
could read theſe conſiderations, many of them might 
thereby have their eyes opened to the iniquitous deſigns 


of their arbitrary Leaders, and might be induced to lay 


diwn their arms, Then much blood might be ſaved, 
the ſhedding of which however calmly it may be con- 


ſidered by Kings* and Princes, muſt deeply afflict the 


feeling mind of every good man, and ſincere chriſtian, 
even if the cauſe of /iberty* ſhould ulimalely prevail, 
and much more if the canſe of Haven ſhould be ri 
umpbaxl. 


The later ne in this tee and the dend 


in which they appear ate ſo exactly analogous to thoſe 
we found in a Faſt Sermon which I had before occa- 
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* * The reader will chants find in the above extract, LIBERTY and 


Kix s placed in direct oppoſition to each other, —is any thing further ne- 
ceſſary to * the Monthly Review, decidedly REPUBLICAN ? 


+ Monthly Review, Vol. 9, page 99. 
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ſion to examine, that I heſitate not in attributing them 
to the ſame hand, and this leads me to recolle& an 
aſſertion which I have frequently heard ſome time 
ago—that the two Fathers of the unfaithful were mean 
enough to practice a low mode of deception upon a 
generous but unwary public, by reviewing each others 
works for the vile purpoſe of giving them an unmerit- 
ed celebrity; but I had no conception before J entered 
upon this examination, that this was a general ſyſ- 
tematic plan acted upon by all the Reviewers, in this 
abominable ſcheme, with the moſt diabolic of all de- 
ſigns. -I am now however convinced that it is not 
impoſſible for theſe honourable men even ſometimes to 
review their own dear precious morſels, to gratify their 
predominant vanity, and give a deadly influence to 
the poiſon they collected at W ton and 
H y, with the benevolent purpoſe of treating 
us with ſuch a diſh of liberty as is ſerved up for their 
conſtituents by the preſent rulers of France. 


With regard to the further connexions of this Re- 
view with the eonſpirators, the artful manner in which 
it endeavours to laugh the people out of their well 
grounded fears of the conſpiracy, is very much to our 
purpoſe. In their critique upon, The Correſpondence 
of the Revolution Society in London, with the National 
Aſſembly, &c. they begin, What impudent Rogues 
theſe members of the Revolution Society muſt be! 
after being convicted by Mr. Burke, of having en- 
gaged in a conſpiracy with the Enemies of their coun- 
try, * for a purpoſe nothing ſhort of ſubverting the 
whole Conſtitution of Great-Britain ;” they have the 
effrontery not only to avow but juſtify their wicked 


1 
. and to publiſh their correſpondent the face of 
day From this correſpondence it appears that the 
members of a vile faction at home, have combined 


with a faction no leſs vile abroad; and that they have 
mutuaily bound themſelves by the moſt ſolemn pro- 


miſes, and declarations, to expoſe by every argument 


in their power, and to uſe their utmoſt influence in 
diſcountenancing all tyranny, corruption, bribery, in- 
tolerance, war, and bloodſhed, in their reſpective 
countries ; from which it is manifeſt if they ſucceed 
in their daring attempts, that three very ancient and 
notable crafts, viz. that of the Politician, that of the 
Prieſt, and that of the Warrior, are in no ſmall de- 
gree of being ſet at nought—duch is the evil e, 


to light &c. &c. 


This I conceive to be an artful mode of doing miſ- 
chief, it has however ſo happened that time has ſuffici- 
ently developed the deſigns of the Reformers in France, 
and Ireland; and conſequently, the artifices of the Re- 
view in endeavouring to conceal them in England ' till 
the plot was executed ſtand in this inſtance completely 
expoſed ; nor is their approbation of the Grand Conſpi- 
racy leſs obvious both from the ſtyle of their critique 
and its declarations. We find indeed in this Review, 

many excellent ſentiments, as we generally do in the 
' moſt diabolic performances, for vice itſelf is always 
adminiſtered. with a mixture of apparent good to make 
it for a moment lovely. We find likewiſe a great deal 
of Mecious ſophiſtry, which the limits preſcribed to our 
pen allow us not to expoſe in the manner we could wiſh; 
we muſt therefore reſt contented with having ſuggeſted 
at leaſt a ſew particular modes of examination, by 
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which the Union may be as aſſuredly traced through 
a certain deſctiption of Britiſh Literature, as through 
the aſſemblage of United Iriſh, who have publiſhed 


the diſgraceful duplicity of Britiſh Senators, in the 


ſtrong language of inſurrection and rebellion. 


Of the New Annual Regiſter it is ſufficient to in- 
timate that the reader will find the ſame opinions in 
politics approved, and the ſame facts endeavoured to 
be ſubſtantiated in hiſtory, as he has already found in 
in the UNION Reviews; and as he may likewiſe find 


in every publication iſſuing from the ſame contami- 


nated ſource. It is I think an indubitable fact, (I take 
Doctor Prieſtley in part for my authority ;) that a hoſt 
of writers has been for years ſyſtematically arranged to 
ſap the foundations of ſociety, and undermine chriſti- 


anity for the expreſs purpoſe of overturning the Britiſh | 


Conſtitution, {many of them educated as I hinted 
above with this intent) ſome in novels, ſome in plays, 
ſome in poetry of various ſhapes, and ſizes; and that 
their publications have been diſſeminated with a ſedulity 
unparalleled in any other age of the world: that pocket- 
books, newspapers, and hand bills, have been made the 
vehicles of ſedition through the Land; nay that meta- 
phyſics, lau, hiſtory, religion; and all kinds of litera- 
ture have been artfully contaminated with the principles 
of treaſon, and rebellion ; and from this I chinł is is evi- 
dent that a ſcheme exactly fimilar to that deſcribed by 
Robiſon as exiſtent in Germany, by Barruel as extant 
in France 1s vigorouſly proceeding againſt our beſt 
intereſts. 


\ This being the caſe it is undoubted] y the duty of every 
literary and religious character, who has no hand in this 


inſidious buſineſs, immediately to rally round the confti- 
tutional banners, to make a common cauſe in defenceof 
religion and real liberty. If it is a duty to reſiſt every 
attempt at enſlaving the body, it can be no leſs ſo to re- 
ſiſt that ſyſtem the object of which is to enſlave the 
mind: If the conſpirators have clandeſtinely endea- 
voured to monopolize an influence over the bookſellers 
and literature in general, by means of the Reviews, our 
firſt ſtep is to attack theſe publications, and remove all 
prejudices in their favour as ſoon as poſſible from the 
public mind. If they have introduced theſe periodical 
works into the public libraries inſtituted. for the pur- 
poſe, with a view of gradually. overturning right prin- 
ciples, let us uſe our endeavours to counteract this in- 
tention in the moſt effectual way, that every indepen- 
dent man coming out as a writer may once more be aſ— 
ſured of a ſair and candid hearing; and ſince in theſe 
times religion is evidently made a maſk, particularly 
amongſt the diſſenters, for the worſt of purpoſes, let the 
more truly religious reflect that ſince the facility of 
procuring books has become general, and the practice 
of reading much more univerſal than it uſed to. be, let 
the truly religious I ſay, conſider that the duty of a 
chriſtian miniſter no longer conſiſts andy in addreſſing 
his audiences frequently upon the ever important ſub- 
jects of the goſpel from the pulpit, for it is aſſuredly 
in theſe awful, and critical times, his abſolute duty, 
if poſſeſſed of abilities for the conflict, to attack the in- 
fidel in his ſtrong holds of literature with the torch of 
manly reaſon in one hand, and the word of God in the 
other; he will thus armed ſoon find the enemies in- 
trenchments imaginary like the enchanted caſtles of old; 
or tranſitory like the mountains which are compelled by 
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chriſtian : but if we neglect to adminiſter the antidote 
from the preſs as well as from the roſtrum, the poiſon, 


he has been beſieged, to take his ſtand individually in 


of the ingenuous who have been miſled, as containing 
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ly known to be POLITICAL DESTRUCTION. 


134 
omnipotence to flee before the ſtrong faith of a 0 


which as already been ſo artfully infuſed by a nameleſs 
variety of publications, and repeated over and over in 
almoſt every poſſible form through the medium of the 
Reviews, will inſinuate itſelf in ſecret; and we ſhall 
have the melancholy reflection, upon obſerving unwary 
minds miſled into error, to inhance our ſorrow hat in 
preaching only, we hate neglected one half of our TAR 
duty 10 preſerve them from it. 


I call then upon every individual whoſe conſcience 
preſerves its integrity, and, who has had the fortitude 
in thinking for himſelf, to reſiſt the artifices by which 


the ranks which have already ſtepped forward in oppo- 
ſition to this nefarious ſcheme, and that immediately; 
and where opportunity offers let combinations be cnter- 
ed into to oppoſe the monſtrous attempts : Let every 
honeſt man feel himſelf bound no longer in any way to 
encourage or circulate publications evidently in the in- 
tereſt of the grand conſpiracy againſt religion, liberty, 
and property : Let him he warned by the cxample of 
France and let him preſs that example upon the minds 


a clear practical and explicit anſwer to the ſophiſtry, 
political, metaphyſical, legal, and moral by which their 
unwary minds have heen unhappily darkened. The 
experiment has been actually tried, which theſe boaſt- 
ers called for in oppoſition to the declared opinions of 
men of greater depth of thought ; and the reſult is fair- 
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